
	 Why	 the	 Roman	 officer	 did	 not	 come	 directly	 to	
Jesus	we	do	not	know	—	perhaps	he	was	 too	bashful,	
or	 it	 probably	was	 not	 politically	 correct	 for	 a	Roman	
to	be	seen	conferring	with	a	Jew	—	especially	JESUS!	
Whatever	 the	 reason,	 the	 centurion	 asked	 his	 Jewish	
friends	 to	 speak	 to	 Jesus	on	his	behalf	and	plead	with	
Him	to	come	and	heal	his	servant.
	 Now,	right	here	is	the	crux	of	a	(to	some)	controversial	
question	that	begs	an	answer	from	this	unusual	story.	
	 The	Jewish	elders	came	to	Jesus	as	requested	and	as	
the	Scripture	records:
  “They began pleading earnestly with Jesus to 

come with them and help the man. They told him 
what a wonderful person the captain was.” Luke 
7:4 TLB

	 Now	 here	 is	 where	 we	 walk	 softly	 because	 the	
question	—	“Does a gift to God help bring a healing to 
pass?”— gets	answered?	Hear	the	rest	of	the	story	and	
you	decide.
	 The	Jewish	elders	continued	their	entreaty	to	Jesus:
  “‘If anyone deserves your help, it is he,’ they said, 

‘for he loves the Jewish people and even paid 
personally to build us a synagogue!’” Luke 7:5b 
NLT

	 Did	 I	 not	 tell	 you	 that	 this	 was	 a	 most	 unusual	
Roman	soldier?	
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In	the	Bible	there	is	a	most	amazing	story	of	a	Roman	army	 captain	 who	 had	 a	 beloved	 servant	 who	 was	
dying	—	 in	 fact	 the	Bible	 says	 the	 servant	was	 at	 the	
“point	of	death.”	We	do	not	know	this	soldier’s	name,	but	
the	text	reveals	that	he	was	a	“centurion,”	which	means	
he	had	at	least	100	soldiers	under	his	command.
	 The	centurion	had	heard	about	 Jesus,	 in	 fact	most	
of	Israel	had	heard,	and	multitudes	were	following	Him	
because	 the	 miracles	 had	 made	 Jesus	 famous!	 Lepers	
were	 cleansed,	 blind	 were	 seeing,	 demons	 were	 being	
cast	out;	even	the	dead	were	being	raised	to	life!	We	know	
from	the	Bible	account	that	this	Roman	officer	was	most	
unusual	—	he	had	some	friends	among	the	Jewish	elders.	
Now	remember,	the	Romans	were	generally	hated	by	the	
Jews.	The	Romans	were	 the	 conquerors,	 the	 occupiers	
of	 their	 “holy	 land.”	 They	 were	 collecting	 exorbitant	
taxes	from	the	Jews	and	were	ruling	Israel	with	an	iron	
fist!	Constant	 insurrections	were	brutally	crushed	with	
Jewish	rebels	either	jailed	or	crucified.
	 So	why	would	our	Roman	officer	think	he	even	had	
a	chance	of	receiving	a	miracle	from	Jesus	for	his	dying	
servant?	Well,	remember	he	was	very	different	from	the	
other	hated	Romans.	For	whatever	reason	he	had	some	
Jewish	friends	among	the	elders	—	
  “When the captain heard about Jesus, he sent 

some respected Jewish elders to ask him to come 
and heal his servant.” Luke 7:3 (TLB)

Enjoy the breathtaking beauty  
of the Crystal Living Waters display 
at The Holy Land Experience!A GIFT FOR HEALING!
“ALL WHO SEEK THE LORD SHALL FIND HIM AND SHALL PRAISE HIS NAME…. 

THE WHOLE EARTH SHALL SEE [HIM] AND RETURN TO THE LORD;  
THE PEOPLE OF EVERY NATION SHALL WORSHIP HIM.” PSA. 22:26-27 (TLB)

PLEDGE TODAY FOR PRAISE 
THE LORD! Praise the Lord brings 
you outstanding preachers, teachers, 
evangelists, musicians, sports 
figures, and Christian celebrities! 
Your pledge to TBN will keep this 
dynamic program reaching souls 
around the world!

PLEDGE TODAY FOR SPECIALTY AND 
VARIETY PROGRAMS! Strengthen your faith 
with Joni and Friends, journey to foreign mission 
fields with Travel the Road, or get the Behind the 
Scenes look at YOUR TBN—our specialty and 
variety programs have something for everyone 
to enjoy! Please pledge and keep these and other 
excellent specialty and variety programs coming 
to you every day: First to Know, More Than 
Conquerers, Mike Barber, Hal Lindsey, classic 
Billy Graham Crusades…and much, much more!

PLEDGE TODAY FOR MUSIC 
AND MINISTRY PROGRAMS! 
“Enter His courts with praise” 
along with your TBN family and 
our beautiful, anointed music and 
ministry programs. Your pledge to 
TBN will help keep these and other 
wonderful programs ministering 
worldwide: Unfolding Majesty with 
Dean and Mary Brown, Karen 
Wheaton, Dino, Backstage Pass 
with Clifton Davis…and more!

PLEDGE TODAY FOR MISSIONS! We’re blanketing 
the earth with the Gospel via TBN’s international 
networks: The Healing Channel, TBN’s Arabic language 
network for the Middle East; TBN Nejat TV, reaching 
Iran and the Farsi speaking nations of the world; TBN-
Russia; TBN-Italy; TBN-Europe; TBN-South Pacific; 
TBN-Africa; TBN-Asia, and the Enlace Spanish network 
covering Latin America. Be a part of taking the Name of 
Jesus to the nations—pledge for MISSIONS!

PLEDGE FOR BIBLE 
TEACHING PROGRAMS! 
Study the Word with
TBN’s outstanding Bible 
teachers such as Grant Jeffrey, 
Kim Clement, Reinhard 
Bonnke, Mark Chironna, 
Aquilla Nash…and many 
others! Please pledge to keep 
these insightful Bible teaching 
programs reaching hearts and 
homes around the world.

Join us for TBN’s Praise-a-Thon October 31 – November 7

PLEDGE FOR SATELLITE! 77 great satellite 
channels feed TBN’s programs to over 20,000 
cable and television stations and countless direct-
to-home satellite receivers worldwide. We’re also 
sending thousands of satellite receiving dishes to 
Egypt, Sri Lanka and India.  In the U.S., TBN’s 
Second Chance prison ministry sends satellite 
receiving systems to prisons across the country. 
Help us reach our WORLD for Jesus—please 
pledge to support TBN’s satellite outreach!

PLEDGE FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAMS! The JCTV youth network, Jan’s 
Smile of a Child children’s network and TBN’s 
youth and children’s time block are reaching 

precious young lives worldwide with 
fun-filled Bible and faith based programs 
like Virtual Memory and Mary Rice 
Hopkins and Puppets with a Heart. 
Your pledge will help reach the next 
generation for Jesus!

PLEDGE FOR MOVIES AND SPECIALS! 
(Pictured: Caylan, Cody, Matt and Laurie at “The Cross” 
premiere). From classic Bible epics, to end time 
prophetic thrillers, documentaries, and films about 
today’s contemporary issues—TBN offers the very 
best Christian movies and specials all commercial 
free! Please pledge to support this powerful and 
effective means of communicating the Gospel!

October 2010
Volume 37 • Number 10

YOUR PLEDGE HELPS TBN 
GIVE! For roughly the cost of 
buying airtime on one major 
market U.S. secular station, TBN 
expands the outreach of ministries 
like Creflo Dollar, Joel Osteen, 
Bishop T.D. Jakes, Rod Parsley, 
Joyce Meyer, Jentezen Franklin, and 
many others—to reach the world. 
Your pledge is vital to keep these 
dynamic ministries going further 
and touching more lives with the 
message of God’s love!
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Call TBN’s Pledge and/or Prayer Line:  
1-888-731-1000 (toll free in U.S. and Canada). International: +1-714-731-1000

To make or renew your Praise-a-Thon pledge, or for more information about TBN,  
please go to www.tbn.org, or write: TBN, P.O. Box A, Santa Ana, California 92711

	 So,	what	would	you	expect	Jesus	to	do?	I	think	I	would	
have	expected	Him	to	refuse,	as	He	did	to	the	Syrophoenician	
woman	when	he	told	her	that	the	“children’s	bread	was	not	
for	 the	 dogs!”	After	 all,	 Jesus	was	not	 sent	 to	 the	Gentile	
outsiders,	but	rather	to	the	“lost	sheep	of	the	house	of	Israel.”	
I	 would	 have	 expected	 Jesus	 to,	 at	 least,	 call	 the	 Roman	
soldier	to	Himself	to	look	him	over	and	check	out	his	Jewish	
friends.	
	 But,	 what	 did	 Jesus	 do?	 Without	 another	 word,	 the	
Scripture	records	—	“So Jesus went with them” (Luke 7:6 
NLT).
	 The	rest	of	 the	story	 is	 thrilling,	but	 the	question	still	
begs	 an	 answer.	Why	did	 Jesus	 go	without	 another	word?	
Was	it	simply	Jesus’	compassion,	or	did	the	centurion’s	love	
for	the	Jews	and	his	gift	of	a	synagogue	have	anything	to	do	
with	it?	Before	the	wonderful	conclusion	to	this	story,	let	me	
add	that	Jesus	had	just	finished	preaching	a	major	sermon	to	
a	great	crowd.	No	doubt	the	soldier	heard	it.	One	main	point	
of	Jesus’	sermon	was	a	very	familiar	verse:
  “For if you give, you will get! Your gift will return 

to you in full and overflowing measure, pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, and 
running over.” Luke 6:38 TLB

	 Ah,	 how	 the	 critics	 hate	 us	 for	 using	 this	word	 from	
Jesus	to	support	our	so-called	“prosperity	gospel”!	But	He	
goes	on	to	conclude	this	verse	with:	
  “Whatever measure you use to give — large or small 

— will be used to measure what is given back to 
you.” Luke 6:38b TLB

 So, do our gifts gain us more favor with God for healing 
or any other needs we present to Him?	Well,	it	surely	did	for	
our	Roman	officer,	because	the	rest	of	the	story	reveals	that	
his	servant	was	indeed	healed!	
	 You	probably	know	the	ending:	the	soldier	finally	does	
speak	to	Jesus	and	says	that	his	house	was	not	worthy	for	one	
so	great	as	Jesus	to	enter	it.	He	reveals	some	unusual	faith	by	
telling	Jesus	how	his	men	under	his	command	obey	his	every	
order;	so	he	concludes	by	asking	Jesus	to	simply	“speak	the	
word,”	and	that	word	alone	would	heal	his	servant.	At	this,	
the	Scripture	reveals:
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  “Jesus was amazed. Turning to the crowd he said, 
‘Never among all the Jews in Israel have I met a man 
with faith like this.’” Luke 7:9 TLB

 So, can we buy a healing or anything from God?	NO	
—	A	THOUSAND	TIMES	NO!	Again	and	again	Jesus	told	
those	 who	 were	 healed,	 “THY FAITH HATH MADE 
THEE WHOLE.”	 But	 I	 see	 a	 potent	 combination	 here:	
faith	and	giving;	yes,	a	powerful	combination	that	brought	
the	precious	gift	of	healing	to	the	Roman	soldier’s	servant.
	 Ah,	dear	partners,	we	all	have	needs	that	only	our	God	
can	provide.	I	surely	do	not	have	all	the	answers,	but	I	know	
this:	it is never wrong to bring God a special gift, expecting 
a special answer to that urgent need. 
I	rest	my	case	with	this:	When God had a need (sons and 
daughters), what did He do? He gave heaven’s greatest 
Gift — the Son of His love.
  “Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save 

his people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21 KJV
	 So,	what	did	God	receive?	You	know:	millions	of	sons	
and	daughters	—	including	YOU	AND	ME!	
	 Jan	and	I	will	join	you	in	giving	our	best	in	our	November	
PRAISE-A-THON.	We	love	you	more	and	more	as	we	move	
into	our	38th	year!	Shall	we	keep	this	Voice	ON	THE	AIR?	
Yes, I know!
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We’ll praise the Lord from California with Paul, Paul Jr. and 
their great ministry guests!

 Does my “gift to God” really matter as I pray for my need or miracle? Well, it surely seems that it did for the Roman 
centurion! So, would Jesus have healed the centurion’s servant without his gift? Yes, I think He would have 

because Jesus never turned anyone away; but I was captivated by the fact 
that the Roman soldier was a giver to the Jews. And, when the Jewish 
elders asked Jesus to heal this servant, they pointed out the fact that the 
soldier was “worthy” since he loved the Jews and had “GIVEN THEM A 
SYNAGOGUE”! 
 Dear partners, there is something about a gift that gets God’s attention. 
No, again, I say you cannot buy an answer to your need, but for the Roman 
centurion it surely did not hurt! 
 Can it be said of you and me that we love God enough to bring Him 
a gift? Let’s prove it together this month and coming Praise-a-Thon. 

   We love you!

YOU MAY MAKE OR RENEW YOUR PLEDGE BY MAIL 
OR BY TBN’S SECURE WEBSITE: www.tbn.org

	 The	sweet	old	hymn	says,	“We 
shall wear a robe and crown”! 
Another	hymn	declares,	“We shall 
cast our crowns at His feet”! Jan 
declares	 that	 the	 TBN	 partners’	
crowns	 in	 heaven	 will	 be	 very	
large	because	of	the	many	souls	we	
have	won	—	with	a	smile	she	says	
that	 we	 will	 actually	 “walk	 funny”!	Well,	
the	hymn	that	may	be	the	most	important	is:	
“Will there be any stars in my crown?” 
	 Dear	 partners,	 you	 can	 be	 assured	 of	
MANY	 STARS	 as	 we	 work	 together	 to	
get	 this	 Gospel	 to	 the	 ends	 of	 the	 earth!	
This	beautiful	replica	crown	can	be	a	daily	
reminder	of	that	glorious	reward	that	awaits	
God’s	faithful	witnesses.	It	is	both	beautiful,	
but	also	practical	as	it	can	hold	many	of	your	
other	precious	items—rings,	necklaces,	etc.
 Your loving pledge and gift indicated 
above will bring this beautiful “pearl of 
great price” crown to you with our 37 
years of love!

GOLDEN JEWELED CROWN

FOR $25 A MONTH OR $250 ONE TIME:

FOR ANY PLEDGE:

OCTOBER LOVE GIFT
SEND YOUR LOVE GIFT TODAY TO: TBN, P.O. BOX A, SANTA ANA, CA 92711

THE REVOLUTIONARY – DVD

	 From	 filmmaker	 and	 director	 Rich	 Christiano	
(Time Changer, Unidentified)	 comes	The Secrets 
of Jonathan Sperry,	 a	moving	 story	 for	 viewers	
of	all	ages	about	the	power	of	faith	and	the	bond	of	
friendship.	 Follow	 the	 adventures	 of	 best	 buddies	
Dustin	 (Jansen Panetierre),	Albert	 (Frankie Ryan 
Manriquez) and	Mark	(Allen Isaacson),	twelve	year	
old	boys	who	are	looking	forward	to	a	summer	of	
fun	in	1970.	There	was	just	one	problem:	the	town	
bully.	When	Dustin	mows	the	lawn	of	seventy-five	
year	old	Jonathan	Sperry	(Gavin MacLeod),	a	man	
he	has	seen	at	church,	a	unique	friendship	develops.	
What	happens	the	rest	of	this	summer	changes	their	
lives	forever!	You’ll	laugh,	you’ll	cry	—	and	you’ll	
be	 inspired	 as	 you	 see	 the	 eternal	 difference	 one	
person	can	make.	
 A copy of this heartwarming DVD will be on 
its way to you for your pledge or love gift to TBN. 

You	may	make	or	renew	your	pledge	with	the	enclosed	coupon	and	envelope	or	on	our	secure	website:	
www.tbn.org.	God	bless	you.	Jan	and	I	will	join	you	as	we	give	to	keep	YOUR	TBN	on	the	air	AROUND	
THE	WORLD!

THE SECRETS OF JONATHAN SPERRY - DVD

jewelry not included	 From	His	birth	to	His	ascension	back	to	
heaven,	this	dramatic	portrayal	of	Jesus’	life	
on	earth	will	thrill	you	like	no	other!	Filmed	
entirely	 in	 the	 Holy	 Land,	 we	 have	 taken	
both	the	ministry	and	miracles	of	
Jesus	and	combined	them	for	this	
powerful	 feature	 length	 motion	
picture.	 Through	 special	 effects	
you	 will	 see	 Jesus	 WALK	 ON	
WATER!	Lazarus	walks	out	of	the	
tomb!	Leprosy	disappears	from	the	body	of	
a	man	described	 in	Matthew	chapter	eight!	
The	blind	man	cries,	“I	can	see!”	
	 Enjoy	this	glorious	DVD	forever,	but	also	
use	it	as	a	powerful	witness	to	lost	relatives,	
friends	 and	 neighbors.	 Your love gift this 
month of October only will bring this 
amazing feature film to you with our love. 
	 Jan	and	I	love	you	and	depend	on	you	to	
help	keep	this	great	Voice	ON	THE	AIR	till	
Jesus	comes!


