
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TBN!HAPPY BIRTHDAY TBN!
“THE LORD HATH MADE BARE HIS HOLY ARM  

IN THE EYES OF ALL THE NATIONS; AND ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH SHALL 
SEE THE SALVATION OF OUR GOD”! Isa. 52:10

— his station is not for sale!” The Voice spoke only 
once more — “CALL!” 
	 I immediately obeyed and of all things Mr. 
Lerma personally answered my call. To make a long 
story short, Mr. Lerma explained that his station was 
failing and that he had decided that very morning 
to sell Channel 40! He invited me to come that same 
morning and discuss a purchase plan! WOW! After 
regaining my composure I was headed up the Santa 
Ana freeway at breakneck speed to North Hollywood 
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Arthur Blessitt was on hand to join Paul and Jan as they 
rejoiced over one of the many great victories in the early  
years of TBN.

Yes, Happy 36th birthday to our TBN! Dear 
partners, if it had not been for the obedience 

of one man, I probably would not be writing this 
newsletter to you this month of May 2009! The story 
is frightening, then amazing, then glorious beyond any 
human language! 
	 Go back with me 36 years to May of 1973. Some 
of you “old timers” will remember that first little 
low power TV station that flickered on the air, May 
28. Some of you could not see the picture, but you 
still called in to say you could at least hear us! You 
encouraged Jan and me to go for it anyway and that 
you were supporting us with your love, prayers, yes, 
and even your finances! Talk about FAITH — well 
that, indeed, was what kept us all going in spite of 
impossible odds!
	 Well, everything went from bad to worse when 
that first little station, Channel 46, caught fire in the 
antenna and was gone! Oh, how our faith was tested 
and now we couldn’t even call on you to pray! I 
remember walking into my little rented office to clean 
out my desk when GOD SPOKE! His Voice was 
strong and clear, “CALL MR. ANGEL LERMA 
FOR CHANNEL 40!” After the immediate shock I 
said, “But, Lord, I have already spoken to Mr. Lerma 

Praise the Lord SPECIAL MOMENTS

Author of “90 Minutes in 
Heaven,” Don Piper shared 
his amazing testimony of 
going to heaven after being 
pronounced dead at the 
scene of a head-on collision 
with an 18-wheeler truck.

Clifton Davis had the joy of hosting 
entertainment legend Pat Boone. For more 
than 50 years, Pat has delighted and inspired 
audiences around the world through his music, 
film and books.

Rick Godwin, founder and senior pastor of 
Summit Christian Center in San Antonio, 
TX addressed the issue of fear in the lives of 
Christians with Praise host Zachery Tims.

Matthew Barnett, pastor of 
Angeles Temple and The Dream 
Center churches in Los Angeles, 
CA spoke with host CeCe 
Winans about how God called 
him at the age of 5 to minister 
in L.A.’s inner city.

Multiple award winning contemporary 
recording artist CeCe Winans blessed us 
all as she ministered in music on Praise.

(Pictured from left to right): Dean 
and Mary Brown, Candi Staton, 
Del Way, and Walt Mills led us 
in a glorious time of praise and 
worship from TBN’s Dallas, TX 
studios.

Senior pastor of Shadow 
Mountain Community 
Church in El Cajon, 
CA, author and host of 
“Turning Point” radio and 
TV program Dr. David 
Jeremiah spoke about 
his new book on Bible 
prophecy, “What On Earth 
is Going On.” (Turning 
Point airs on TBN Sundays 
at 6:30 AM and Thursday at 
5:30 PM [Pacific Time]).

Bishop Curtis “Earthquake” Kelley, the founder 
and pastor of The Bridge of Deliverance Int’l. in 
Hollywood, CA, has seen hell and heaven after 
two separate near death experiences: one before 
he became a Christian and the other after he 
accepted Jesus. He recently shared his story with  
Praise host Phil Munsey.

Founder and senior pastor of Harvest 
Christian Fellowship in Riverside, CA 
Greg Laurie shared his moving story 
of losing his son, Christopher, in a car 
accident last year and how God has 
sustained and helped him through 
this tragedy.

Proclaiming the power 
of Jesus through 
music, renowned 
singer, songwriter and 
evangelist Carman 
has touched millions 
worldwide with his 
Holy Spirit anointed 
ministry.

Long time TBN family favorite, evangelist Dwight Thompson 
brought back memories of TBN’s early days as he hosted a special 
evening of Praise the Lord with Paul.



toward Angel’s offi ce. In hours we had signed a preliminary 
agreement to purchase Channel 40, KLXA TV for ONE 
MILLION DOLLARS! Angel would fi nance the deal, but 
demanded a $100,000 down payment. 
 Here is where another awesome miracle began. Jan and 
I did not have a million pennies, let alone a $100,000 down 
payment; so, as usual, we brought the glorious opportunity 
to YOU, our pioneer partners. That whole summer of 1974 
we held a desperation-a-thon program night after night! 
Whether or not we could have our very own 24/7 TV station 
was up to you and of course to our God! 
 As the day grew close to the time we had to perform 
on the agreement with Mr. Lerma, our faith began to waver! 
Jan and I had already exhausted our $20,000 life savings 
that fi rst year buying time (just three hours a night), plus 
renting a small studio and a few props for a TV set. Now the 
deadline was upon us and we had raised only $65,000!
 So many of you, our precious partners, have called, 
written and emailed to bless and encourage us. Many have 
complimented Jan and me for our faith in stepping out into 
this great voice called TBN! While we appreciate your love 
and confi dence, I simply want to fall on my face and cry 
out, “To God be the glory, great things HE hath done”! 
I have often quoted the Apostle Paul’s word — “God hath 
chosen the foolish things to confound the wise.” Why? 
“So that no fl esh shall ever glory in His presence”! This 
way our Lord gets all the credit for the “GREAT THINGS 
HE HATH DONE”! Praise the Lord for His great TBN! 
 Well, back to our crisis! 
 Jan and I realize now more than ever that we were a 
couple of those “foolish things” as we look back on these 36 
awesome years of many miracles. As I said, the day of our 
deadline had come — we did not have the $100,000 down 

we will get quiet and open to His Voice! God spoke clearly to 
me and said, “Son, so that when your answer comes there is 
never any doubt Who did it!” Again, God gets all the credit, 
all the glory! Praise the Lord!
 My visitor was a total stranger, Scotty Scotvold. His name 
sounded Scottish, but never mind, it was now 2:45 — only 15 
minutes to disaster! Scotty told me he was on his way to buy 
a yacht, but that God had spoken to him! Scotty mentioned 
he was a Lutheran by faith and that he wanted to be a part 
of a 100% Christian TV station in Southern California. To 
my shame I honestly thought, “Does God really speak to 
Lutherans?” Another lesson, but that deserves a book of its 
own. As the clock ticked on, I silently prayed that he would 
get to the point! Finally, Scotty reached into his vest pocket 
and — could it be a check? Yes! And, as he unfolded it, my 
eyes fi lled with tears. Dear partners, it was a cashier’s check 
for exactly $35,000! I snatched it from his hand and raced 
out the door — I didn’t even say thank you! Oh, I did later, 
but it was now 2:50 PM. I broke all speed limits and made it 
to the United California Bank at 5 minutes before 3:00 PM! 
I literally ran to the escrow offi cer’s desk and triumphantly 
laid the miracle check down and demanded it to be dated 

payment! I was pacing back and forth in my offi ce praying! 
Sweet Jan was in our tiny prayer chapel with a few of our 
volunteer workers — eyelashes gone, mascara streaking — 
also fasting and praying. It seemed all hope was gone, not to 
mention faith! 
Back then the banks closed at 3:00 PM and as I looked at the 
clock it was 2:30 PM. Suddenly my phone rang. Mildred, my 
volunteer secretary, called and said, “Paul, there is a strange, 
little man out here asking to see you.” My heart did a fl ip-
fl op as I asked her to send him in immediately! 
 Ah, dear partners, what another great lesson God taught 
us that day. “But when the fullness of time was come, God 
sent his Son…” (Gal. 4:4). God is never early, He is never 
late — He is always right on time! I asked the Lord one 
time why it seemed that He always waited to the last minute 
before bringing that next miracle to pass. God will speak if 

that day! 
 Dear Scotty recently went home to heaven at 92 years 
of age. What a reward surely met him as he passed through 
those gates of pearl!
 Yes, obedience is truly better than sacrifi ce, because 
today 70 satellites and 18,027 affi liate and wholly owned 
stations are fl ashing the GOOD NEWS around the world, 
24/7, via NINE full TV networks. All praise to our most 
High God! 
 As Jan and I move on into our sunset years, we need 
you NOW more than ever! I’m 75 and, well, Jan is 71 and 
HEALED! The doctors said colon cancer gave her six 
months to a year to live — that was six years ago — no 
radiation, no chemotherapy — just JESUS! 
 Will you help us keep this greatest Voice in all the world 
ON THE AIR TILL JESUS COMES? We know you will! 
How we love you, need you and are praying for you, now, 36 
years long and strong!

  “And all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God”! Isa. 52:10
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(From 1974): Behind the Scenes is one of the longest running programs 
on TBN. Paul hosted those early programs on a set consisting of ladders 
as a backdrop and a nightstand from home for a desk.
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One of the early Praise programs featured Jan on her xylophone, 
accompanied by other music guests. Do you recognize Betty Jean 
Robinson and Walt Mills on guitar?

Best-selling author, whose books include “The Late Great 
Planet Earth,” and host of “The Hal Lindsey Report” (airs on 
TBN Fridays at 5:30 PM Pacifi c Time), Hal Lindsey shared his 
insights into end time prophecy with Paul, Paul Jr. and Matt.

A former pro football player with the Houston Oilers and LA 
Rams, Mike Barber is now a full time minister of the gospel 
with a dynamic prison ministry.  Mike spoke with Paul Jr. about 
how God is moving in the lives of prisoners throughout the 
nation.

Joel and Victoria Osteen pastor Lakewood Church in Houston, 
TX—the largest church in the U.S. What a special joy to have 
them join us on Behind the Scenes. (Watch Joel and Victoria 
on TBN Sundays at 5:00 PM, Mondays at 9:00 PM and 
Fridays at 6:00 PM all Pacifi c Time).

Paul was honored to host, along with  Pastor Igor Nikitin 
TBN’s coordinator in Russia, two high level Russian 
government offi cials: (left), Mr. Alexander Belov, a leader 
of the United Russian Party and (right) Mr. Peter Schelisch, 
head of the Presidential Council of Civil Society, a presidential 
cabinet member post.

Behind the Scenes  A limited quantity of love gifts is ordered each month. If we run out of the gift, a substitute will be sent in its place. The love gifts offered are not for sale. Please do not ask for more than one love gift. 
Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. NO PHONE ORDERS, PLEASE. Keep the lines open for Salvation, Prayer and Pledge Calls ONLY. God bless you! 
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 DEPRESSION — even the very word strikes fear in the hearts of many! 36 years ago I thought I 
had lost my Jan. Some of you have heard her tell of the living hell she went through for many months 
as TBN was coming to birth. She could not function 
as a wife or mother. She totally withdrew from life. 
She couldn’t laugh or even cry. It was a nightmare 
we had never experienced. BUT THEN — praise 
the Lord — her miracle came through in the middle 
of the night…. But, better yet, let Jan tell you in her 
own words the testimony God inspired her to record 
several years ago while walking along the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. Let her testimony heal you or 
someone you love who may be going through a dark 
valley of depression. 
 This DVD is yours this May only for your love 
gift or Praise-a-Thon pledge to TBN. We love you 
and want you to be healed in Jesus’ Name! 

“NO MORE TEARS” by Jan Crouch on DVD

 SEND YOUR LOVE GIFT TODAY TO: TBN, P.O. BOX A, SANTA ANA, CA 92711


